MINUTES FROM CONVOCATION

March 23rd, 2006

I. Welcome

II. Roll   – picked up a sample of the OMM Question Review Book
A. CCOM

B. COMP

C. DMU

D. KCUMB

E. MSUCOM

F. NYCOM

G. NSUCOM

H. OUCOM

I. PCOM

J. PCSOM

K. TCOM

L. UNECOM

M. WVSOM

III. Announcements
A. Vicki Dyson Scholarship is available to students who have done an elective OMM rotation.  Applications are available on the UAAO website.  The scholarship is $400 and there are 23 scholarships (one per school).

B. Dr. Todd Bezilla of the Canadian Academy of Osteopathy and Holistic Health Sciences offers OMM courses with a 50% reduction in fees for NUFA members

C. NUFA program:  OMM and the Pregnant Patient on Friday from 4:00-5:30 in  East Meeting Room N

D. UAAO/NUFA Silent Auction from 5:00-7:00 on Friday

E. PAAO president Kelly Busby spoke about membership into PAAO. PAAO is for interns and residents and helps them to stay active in the academy during the postgraduate years.   If you are graduating this May please pick up and fill out an application.    

F.  Exhibitor judges please meet at the 3:00 at the NUFA Booth
IV. New Business
A. Dr. Ettlinger spoke about the changes made to the NUFA executive board and about the new NUFA Liaison position.  This is a positive change for NUFA.

B. New Position vs Old Position.  Asked for feedback.  Nothing negative was said about new position

C. OMM Question Review Book – Question book rough draft was presented to members.  This is a project that NUFA is working on.  This will hopefully be a big fundraiser for us at next year’s Convocation.  We need help with this book, writing, annotating, and referencing questions.  If you are interested in helping, please sign up to be on this committee.  Schools present received a smaller copy of the rough draft to present at their schools.

D. NUFA Budget – NUFA has a $1000 budget right now.  The money is given to us by UAAO.  Eventually we would like to have financial independence and be able to fundraise this money on our own.  This year, only a small amount of money was spent for AV equipment rental at Convocation and for gifts for our speaker and advisor.  NUFA is trying to raise money this year through the Exhibitor’s Competition, Silent Auction, and Book sale at our NUFA booth.  The question was raised as to why we should raise money if we’re not going to spend money.  Money was also not spent this year because of lack of input as to what the majority of members would like to see the money used for.  It was suggested that NUFA use the money to have a reception at Convocation with food and drinks so members can mingle.  
E. NUFA Brainstorm of ideas for future (these are NOT in order of priority)
1. COMMUNICATION between chapters and between chapters and NUFA Liaison (
2. Let new NUFA members know about the organization (what is NUFA’s purpose, what does NUFA hope to accomplish over the next year, what involvement they need from each school’s fellows) and get them involved on a chapter and national level

3. Send a “Congratulations” letter to new NUFA members after NUFA liaison receives their names.  
4. Fundraise $2000/year

5. Start an alumni database

6. Alumni Donation Letter Campaign

7. Start a member database

8. List serve for new members

9. Fund a fellows exchange, where fellows from one school would go to another school to lecture and help with labs.  
10. Promote open fellowship spots (if the fellowship at one school does not fill, make sure students at other schools know it’s available)

11. OMM/NMM residency fair at Convocation
12. Have OMM department chairs attend NUFA business meeting at Convo

13. Finish and sell copies of the NUFA OMM Question Review Book

14. More NUFA presence at Convo – put on a program for the students run by NUFA members

15. Create and maintain a NUFA web page – put lectures, powerpoint presentations, educational courses, etc.

16. Start an Osteopathic Proposal Research Competition at Convo each year (low priority)
17. Create a national database for research projects conducted by fellows

18. Have a NUFA treat NUFA hour

19. Have a NUFA student talent show

20. Have NUFA members meet on Friday from 8-9 to mingle outside the bar in the lobby of the Sheraton

21. Consider using “pre-doctoral” fellows universally instead of “undergraduate” fellows because of the confusion is causes.  

22. To put together an online NUFA newsletter

F. NUFA Chapter Handbook Changes
1. Activity logs 

a. sample activity logs were passed out

b. Activity logs are due twice a year on August 15th (for Jan – July) and on January15th (for Aug – December)

2. Still Point Article 

a. each school is to submit an article for the Still Point once a year

3. Active vs. Inactive Chapters

a. an active chapter is considered to be any chapter that has at least one person willing to stay in contact with the NUFA Liaison

4. Bylaws 

a. each school received a copy of the changes to the bylaws

G. Introduction of NUFA Committees

1. OMM Question Review Book Committee

a. oversees putting together Questions Review book by writing, annotating, and referencing questions
b. will be in charge of publicizing the review book and taking orders for it

c.  Courtney Cheng (WUHS-COMP) and Jessica Yanhert (PCOM) were elected to stay on as co-chairs for the next year

2. Convocation Committee

a. helps plan and publicize all NUFA’s events at Convo (Exhibitor’s Competition, NUFA booth, NUFA pre-convo program, NUFA/FAAO forum, NUFA business meeting, NUFA reception, NUFA/UAAO Silent Auction, etc.)

b. organizes volunteers as needed for these events

c. Melissa Novak (CCOM)  and                   (      ) were elected co-chairs of this committee.

H. NUFA Website

1. No one volunteered to design one.  

2.  It would be a lot of work

3. We decided we could use some of our budget to create a web page

4. We could form a committee to oversee this project.  

5. We could ask students at our schools is they would be interested in designing one for us or contact IT departments at our school.

I. NUFA membership roster and Alumni list

1. We are trying to start these.  Please keep the liaison updated on your members so we can form these lists.

J. NUFA advisor for 2006-2007

1. We elected Dr. Hugh Ettlinger (NYCOM) to serve again as NUFA advisor

K. Nominations for new NUFA Liaison

1. Tamar Gibli (CCOM)

2. Alberto Caban (NSUCOM)

3. Jeremy Wetmore (PCSOM)
Elections were held on Friday, March 24th.  Renee Schroeder from WVSOM was nominated and automatically elected to the NUFA Liaison position due to the UAAO bylaws (officers must be able to attend the Sunday morning meeting, there cannot be two officers from the same school on the national board, and an officer cannot hold more than one position on the national council).  

